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end delicacy of flesh. The musk duck,
erroneously called the Muscovy duck, a na-
tive of South America, is the largest of the
duck kind *md approaches nearly the size
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BILL OP MALLARD  DUCK
As seen from above and from the side
of a goose. The canvasback duck is peculiar
to America and is celebrated for the ex-
cellence of its flesh.
Other species of ducks are the shoveler,
remarkable for the strange form of its bill;
the gadwall, which is more rare in America
than in Europe; the pintail, remarkable for
its long tail; the black, or dusky, duck, pe-
culiar to America, and very abundant; the
summer, or wood, duck remarkable for its
great beauty and for its migrations, which
are directly opposed to those of other species;
the teal, prized for its flesh, and the eider
duck, so well known for its down. See eider
duck; gadwell; shoveler; also the col-
ored plate in article game.
DUCK-BILLED PLAT'YPUS, or DUCK'-
BILL, also called ornithorynchus, the low-
est of the mammals, a peculiar creature, liv-
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DUCKBILL ASLEEP
end, enabling the animal to breathe with only
the tip of Hs bill out of the water*   The male
ing in the quiet streams of Australia, Tas-
mania and New Guinea. It is about twenty
inches long, rather slender and covered with
brown hair. Its
head is small
and instead of a
nose it has a
horny bill, re-
s emb lin g a
duck's with nos-
trils, however,
at the extreme
 nas on each heel a sharp, horny spurx which
he uses for defense. Duckbills usually live
in large colonies in the banks of streams, each
pair inhabiting its separate burrow. The
food consists chiefly of insects and worms,
which the animal comes out to get at night.
On land, duckbills walk about very clumsily
on their short legs and webbed feet, but in
water they move very rapidly,
DUCKING STOOL, a device used in for-
mer times in Great Britain and in the Amer-
ican colonies to punish a scold» It consisted
of a chair fastened at the end of a strong
beam, which, by means of a pivot, could be
dipped into a pool or river0 The culprit
was placed in this chair, fastened securely
and then dipped into the water. In some
parts of England the ducking stool was in
use up to the early years of the nineteenth
century, and was only recently abolished by
law in Delaware.
DUCTIL'ITY, the property of solid bodies,
particularly metals, which renders them
susceptible of being drawn into wire. Gold
is of all metals the most ductile. Following,
in the order of their degree of ductility, are
silver, platinum, iron, copper, zinc, tin, lead
and nickel. Gold can be drawn into wire so
fine that 500 feet of it will weigh less than
a grain, and platinum, when combined with
silver, can be drawn into wire 1-30,000 of an
inch in diameter. Glass can be drawn into a
thread so fine that a mile of it will weigh
only one-third of a grain.
DUDEVANT, dud'vahN', madame. See
sand, george.
DUEL (from the Latin duelhim, from duo,
two), a prearranged combat between two per-
sons, with deadly weapons, for the purpose
of deciding a serious private difference or
quarrel. The combat generally takes place in
the presence of witnesses, called seconds, who
make arrangements as to the mode of fight-
ing, place the weapons in the hands of the
combatants and see that the rules they have
prescribed are carefully followed. Dueling
probably originated with the combats of
"champions" which in times past settled
various disputes, notably those arising over
titles to property. It was to some extent the
outcome of the spirit and institutions of
chivalry. Though generally prohibited by
law, duels are common in the army and
among university students in Germany, and
to a less extent in France; they are very rare
in the United States. In some of the states

